
FOR FARMERS & PRODUCERS

Hurricanes and other weather events 
can be especially devastating for farmers 
and producers, both economically and 
emotionally. While government programs 
can never fully relieve losses, there are a 
number of resources that are available to 
help farmers recover from disaster. 

COLLECT DOCUMENTATION  
Prior to starting any cleanup activity, make sure to take 
pictures of damage and losses that have occurred. 

CONTACT YOUR INSURANCE AGENT   
If you have crop insurance, contact your crop insurance 
agent to report losses or damages. It is important to 
do this before starting any cleanup activities so that 
everything can be documented properly. Furthermore, 
farmers need to notify their crop insurance agent within 
72 hours of discovery of a loss. Farmers should provide 
a signed, written notice within 15 days of the loss.

CONTACT THE FSA FOR ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE 
If you may be eligible for the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) or other disaster assistance 
programs, contact the local U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 
It is important to do this before starting any cleanup 
activities so that everything can be documented 
properly and a waiver can be issued prior to cleanup.

WHAT YOUR COUNTY AGENT NEEDS TO KNOW 
County Extension agents are responsible for helping 
collect data to report crop loss estimates which are 
compiled and reported to state and federal agencies 
and elected officials. For this purpose, producers are 
asked to rapidly report all estimated losses to their 
local agriculture agent, including photos, videos, 
and/or GPS coordinates of those areas hardest hit. 
Many of the FSA disaster programs require a letter from 
a secondary expert once an adjuster verifies losses. 
Extension agents are often asked to write a letter to 
confirm the findings.

What are the next steps after 
experiencing crop damage?

Depending on the program, contact either 
your crop insurance agent or local FSA 
office. Take pictures of the damage and 
do not burn any debris. An adjuster or 
FSA representative will need to survey 
the damage, so it is important to delay 
cleanup until damage has been assessed 
or cleanup permission has been granted. 

Note certain crop insurance 
deadlines. You must notify your crop 
insurance agent within 72 hours of 
a loss before abandoning a crop. 
Farmers must draft and sign a written 
declaration of loss within 15 days.

In addition to documenting the damage 
and losses, track expenses related to 
cleanup. It is advisable to keep records 
of all activities related to the disaster.

In certain situations, do farmers 
have to pick the crop? 

This is a difficult question that depends 
on individual circumstances. Some issues 
that need to be considered are whether 
there is any salvage value of the crop 
and the quality of anything that can still 
be harvested. If it is a good crop, then 
it should be harvested. The farmer’s 
crop insurance agent can help make 
a determination of how to proceed.

If a farmer doesn’t pick the crop, how 
badly will it hurt the established yield?

If there is crop available to pick 
and you choose not to, then it 
will count against the loss.

What if a farmer has an FSA loan on 
a structure that was damaged?

Contact the local FSA office 
immediately to report this damage.
 

What additional disaster relief may 
become available and when? 

After many natural disasters that result in 
widespread damage, additional programs 
often become available to aid with 
agricultural losses. This is not guaranteed, 
however, and requires processing time 
for a special appropriation from the 
U.S. Congress and the president’s 
approval. While a special allocation 
may not be immediately available, it is 
important to document losses and to 
illustrate to your legislators the impact 
that the storm has had on your farming 
operation. This information will help 
drive policy decisions and additional 
allocations that may become available.

First Steps

Common Questions

DISCLAIMER: The information provided in this document 
does not represent a specific recommendation. Producers 
should make disaster assistance decisions in consultation 
with their crop insurance agent, local USDA Farm Service 
Agency or other government entity responsible for program 
administration.

Originally written and compiled in 2018 by Adam N. 
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