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Spread the Love of Lamb During
#LambLoversMonth
By Caitlin Jackson

County Extension Coordinator/ANR Agent

Monroe County

LAMB AND KID CARE

NO HOOF NO HORSE
SHEEP (OR GOAT)!

THE NEXT STEP IN
PASTURE MANAGEMENT

HOW ARE "EWE" 
DOING?
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For animal welfare reasons, tail

docking (lambs only) and

castration is recommended at 1-7

days of age.  For unvaccinated

dams or lambs/kids with

questionable intake of colostrum

and not yet vaccinated, a tetanus

antitoxin should be used at

docking/castration.

For castration, some

breeders/owners (of pets, show

wethers or dwarf goats) may

choose to wait until  4-5 months of

age, due to an assumed greater... 

LAMB AND KID CARE

Proper care of lambs and kids starts before birth with proper vaccination and

nutrition of the dam (mother). Ewes and does should be at a body condition

score of around 3.5 to 4 at the time of birthing and should be provided with

vaccinations 2-4 weeks prior to giving birth. The common vaccine

recommended for sheep and goats is CD&T (www.sheepandgoat.com/cdt),

Clostridium perfringens type C&D and tetanus, but others may be warranted

for individual farms based on consultation with a veterinarian.
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Vaccination and proper feeding of the dam allows for suitable colostrum (first)

milk to be produced. The antibodies in the colostrum will help to protect the

offspring until they can be vaccinated and produce their own antibodies. Proper

nutrition also helps the offspring to be born strong and healthy so they will get

up, nurse and ingest enough colostrum in the first 24 hours of birth to stay

strong and healthy.  

If birthing is attended, help can be administered as needed and the offspring

cleaned off if bonding with the mother would not be impeded.  The offspring

should be watched to ensure all get up and nurse in a timely manner - that the

mother and lambs/kids are bonding. The naval cord is clipped 1-2” from the

body and the naval dipped in iodine disinfectant (at least 2%) to help prevent

infection. Birth weight should be recorded. 
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…susceptible to urinary calculi, though with proper feeding

and free choice access to fresh, clean water, this situation

can generally be avoided regardless of age at castration.

Late castration (3 months of age or more) can be very

painful, may be more likely to result in infection and can

reduce growth rate, so a veterinarian should do the

procedure. Castration may not be needed at all for

commercial production if males can be easily separated

from females by four months of age and the market/buyer

does not mind purchasing intact males.

 The lamb or kid should be identified around the time of

birth in some manner so that records of dam and offspring

performance can be collected.  Ear tags, tattoos or, for kids,

even ear notching can be used. There are many different

types of tags that can be used – plastic (light colors with

black writing are easier to read) blank or pre-numbered,

loops, one piece, or two piece, metal loops and/or RFID

(radiofrequency identification).

As with tail docking and castration, if the dam did not

receive tetanus vaccination prior to giving birth, the

offspring did not ingest enough colostrum, or the offspring

are five weeks of age or older and were not yet vaccinated

themselves, use of a tetanus antitoxin might be considered

when tagging.

Research published in Veterinary Record indicates that

metal loop ear tags resulted in more infection than others

tested in sheep (Edwards and Johnston, 2016).

Label directions should be followed for vaccinations,

including giving two shots 2-4 weeks apart for ‘priming’ the

immune system so the following yearly boosters will be

effective.
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Continued from page 4

Babies taken from their mothers must have a warm

and dry place to sleep.  Prepare a well-bedded area

that is draft-free.  A large percentage of lamb and

kid deaths shortly after birth are due to

hypothermia so monitor body temperature and help

dry kids off that are still wet.  The inside of their

ears and mouth should not feel cold.  If a kid doesn’t

have a strong suckle reflex, it’s body temperature

may be low. Use a heat lamp suspended away from

walls to provide supplemental heat for the first few

days of life.  

After 24 hours of colostrum, lambs and kids can be

changed over to goat’s milk, cow’s milk or a









Continued from page 8 

To keep pesky weeds at bay such as the infamous pasture bully, foxtail, utilizing pre-emergent herbicides is

a useful tool in the producer’s tool box.

Pre-emergent is applied before weeds are visible, so it can be easy to miss the timing or regard this control

method as frivolous. Believe me, this is not a step you want to skip! Weeds are easier to control before they

emerge. If you wait until they are visible, you are already fighting from behind. While some pre-emergents

are available to all consumers, some pesticides are specifically labeled for those with special licenses. Don’t

worry, it isn’t as scary as it sounds. A private applicator’s l
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Schedule meaningful time together

Highlight common interests and activities. Use

these to create couple traditions and rituals.

Engage in clear and positive messages

Envision yourself as a "team" and work towards

common goals

Participate in positive interactions

Valentine's Day is just around the corner. Stores

are bursting with flowers, candies, cards and other

trinkets to send to your special someone. Given the

last few months, maybe you find your relationship

could use a little more effort to express your

appreciation for your mate. Listed below are some

helpful tips to develop and maintain your

relationship by focusing on your friendship with

your mate. 

Maintaining a relationship as a farmer during

these stressful times can be hard. Communicating

with your mate while using the above tips will help

aid in nurturing your relationship. 

For more relationship resources, visit

www.ugaprojectfree.com.

Is Your Relationship
Woolly?

HOW ARE
"EWE" DOING?  

Tips for the Farming Couple
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