The U.S. Drought Monitor
(USDM) is a map that shows
the location and intensity of
drought across the country.
The data is updated each
Tuesday and released on


https://www.drought.gov/drought/states/georgia
https://www.drought.gov/drought/states/georgia
https://www.drought.gov/drought/states/georgia
https://www.drought.gov/drought/states/georgia

As the drought becomes
more advanced, forage spe-
cies begin to go dormant.
Drought alone rarely Kills
forage species, but over-
grazing forages during this
stressful stage can cause
persistence problems. Poor
persistence leads to weed
encroachment and soil ero-
sion, which can be costly to
the producer in the future.

Therefore, it is important to
restrict access to the entire
pasture. This will limit dam-
age from overgrazing to spe-
cific areas instead of your
entire pasture. Renovate
these “sacrifice areas” fol-
lowing the drought. Allow
only limited access to the
rest of your pasture for brief
periods. Carefully examine
the costs associated with
feeding hay and supple-
ments.

Develop a ration based on
available feeds and forage
supplies, and provide just
enough to maintain moder-

ate body conditions (ex:

maintain body condition
scores for cattle around
five).

Dry females have their low-
est nutritional needs in early
to mid pregnancy. Early
weaning is a strategy used
to maintain brood animals
on poor quality forage with
little or no supplemental
feed, allowing the producer
to stretch available feed.
You should view forage and
supplements as invest-
ments, especially during a
drought.

Producers should invest only
in animals that are likely to
generate a return and
should focus on those ani-
mals that will provide the
highest returns. Carrying
open, old, or unproductive
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Upson/Lamar Extension
University of Georgia . .
What is UGA Extension?

Upson County Extension
ggges.l%ghtower St. Through county offices throughout the state,
Thomaston, GA 30286 University of Georgia Cooperative Extension
(706) 647-8989 offers reliable information and programs in the

_ areas of agriculture, food, families, the envi-
Lamar County Extension
118 Academy Drive ronment and 4-H youth development. Let us
Suite A help you learn, grow and do more!
Barnesville, GA 30204
(770) 358-5163

E-mail: hrobinson@uga.edu

http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/upson.html
or
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/lamar.html

An equal opportunity/a®Frmatve acton insttuton

Follow us on Facebook!!!  htps://www.facebook.com/upsonlamarextension/
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