
Each time I travel to see my parents after Christmas, I approach my neighborhood like a lion stalking its 
prey on the African plain. I am not looking to frighten or pounce on anything; rather, I fearfully gaze 
down rows of houses in the neighborhood. I am trying to determine if another murder has been 
committed on Kathy Circle – a murder of a crape myrtle (Lagerstroemia 

Peyton Manning in big games, I cannot do it all. (I say that with a heavy heart b ecause I really, really 
wanted him to  win the Super Bowl this week.)  

According to LSU AgriCenter Horticulturalist, Rick Bogren, t he trend in pruning crape myrtles is to  “lop 
off the tops.” The result is a tree that appears like an upside down  broom. Even w orse, this style of 
pruning year after year results in unsightly knobs  forming at the point of pruning.  

The method of cutting back limbs to the same spot each year is called “pollarding.” This is purposefully  
done on some tree types and in certain situatio ns; nonetheless, why is this method so often used  on 
crape myrtles , knowing it produces  a weak structure more susceptible to disease and insects?  

One reason is because, well, crape myrtle s do not die . They essentially survive this murderous pruning 
which would kill or severely injure countless other trees. We must understand that this technique  




