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ample root growth to reestablish, there is a chance that with extreme cold the grass may
freeze.   

If you want to plant St. Augustine or Centipede, it is best to plant it after late April and before
Sept. 1.   

Zoysia and Bermuda grasses send their roots called rhizomes directly into the ground and
spread their roots by creeping underground. They are essentially better insulated than St.
Augustine and Centipede.  Unless there is a long-term super freeze, planting Zoysia and
Bermuda year-round I think is ok.   

Campbell Vaughn: Bird Buddy birdfeeder delights as a birdwatcher's dream Christmas
present

Do not sod if you have put out a pre-emergence for weed control.  Most pre-emergences
mode of action is to prohibit root growth, which is exactly the opposite of what we are trying
to do with new sod.  

Dormant grass is tannish in color and green winter weeds will really stand out.  That can
mean from December to green up in May you deal with the weeds.   

Treating the new grass with post emergence herbicides is also not allowed.  Rule of thumb is
the grass gets to be mowed five times during active growth before any herbicide treatments
are allowed.   

Make sure you have good drainage.  Pooling water and constantly wet grass cause rot
especially in the winter when the moisture is not being drawn in by the plant or excess
evaporated with warmer temperatures.  Ground saturation is also more prevalent in cooler
seasons.  

Preparation is key.  Do yourself a big favor and take a soil sample first.  Knowing what
nutrients are available and if the pH of the soil is the best way to get the grass the proper
boost it needs to get going once it hits the ground.    

Unlike trees and shrubs, our warm season grasses require a more neutral pH.  About 6.0-7 is
ideal, except Centipede, which prefers a pH slightly lower than 6.0.  

Locate the area where you want to sod and get accurate square footage of the proposed lawn. 
Bermuda and Centipede pallets of sod are about 500 square feet per pallet.  Zoysia and St
Augustine are usually about 450 square feet per pallet.  If you are getting the sod delivered,
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