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1/17/25, 9:42 AM Campbell Vaughn: High-tech birdfeeder made for a fun Christmas present

With the snow apocalypse last week, | got a little stir-crazy sitting inside with all that was
happening with the weather. The first chance I got to go outside, | immediately filled my two
cargo-tanker sized bird feeders, the suet feeder and the Bird Buddy all up with food. | took
about 3 cups of wild bird seed and threw it under and around the feeders on top of the icy
snow mix. The food was so visible with the white ground, | bet you could see all the seeds
from the international space station.

The birds and squirrels didn’t have much issue finding the food either. From the time | put
all the seeds out until dark, | bet there was not a minute that there were not 25 birds on and
around the feeders.

Lilyturf can be a hearty, low-maintenance addition to your lawns

A flock of chipping sparrows roost in a sumac that | have growing wild near my feeders and
would come down in mass to eat the food on the ground. These sparrows are such funny little
birds. They will rest a while and then 20 of them will be on the ground busily eating and
talking to each other.

My buddy John said he got a Bird Buddy for Christmas and felt like he needed some IT help
to set it up. I will admit it takes some work to get it connected to your home wifi, but the good
news is that | didn’t smash it into a million pieces out of frustration before the setup was
done.

The camera has a little magnet to attach to the feeder itself, so it is easy to take on and off to
charge the battery that lasts about two weeks on a charge. Bird Buddy does offer a solar
charger that fits on the roof of the feeder that will keep your camera charged in perpetuity so
you don’t have to spend time charging on a cord that I will lose within the next month. |
might invest in the solar roof in the next few weeks.

My big Christmas gift has been a lot of fun. I wish you all happy birdwatching.
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