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moisture. Additionally, if it stays dry and turns hot, irrigation will most likely be needed during the first month after 

peanut planting. So, don’t fall behind early during the season. In addition to early season irrigation, due to the 

depletion of soil moisture from heat and lack of rainfall, farmers may need to consider pre- and post- irrigating their 

fields to aid in promoting better seed germination during planting. It is advised not to just irrigate after planting into 

hot dry soils, as the cooler water may shock the seeds. If irrigation is needed for germination irrigate prior to and after 

planting! For a more in-depth irrigation recommendation it is suggested that you look into implementing either a 

computer scheduling model either online or via a Smartphone App, or soil moisture sensors. For more information 

about either of these contact your local county Extension Agent.    

  

Figure 1. Seasonal Peanut Water Requirement.  

For peanut farmers who utilize tools such as soil moisture sensors for irrigation scheduling, there are a few quick 

reminders to keep in mind. We tend to visualize the above ground plant biomass and forget what is growing below the 

surface. We can sometimes be guilty of placing a sensor in the row of the peanuts let it start logging data, making 

decisions from that data and assuming everything is good to go. Unfortunately, we need to make sure we know what is 

going on in the field before we blindly start following the sensor. Based on when you planted certain fields peanuts 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

may be spread in age by several weeks while some are still in the bag, this is a good time to think about “weighting 

sensor depths” according to rooting depths.  

  

Figure 2. Visual development of root development as the peanut plant progresses in age.  

Late April/early May signals planting time for peanuts. One thing is certain in farming, one year from the next is never 

the same. Weather and available moisture are constant variables. Adding rooting depths and plant needs in the 

equation creates the need for a formula for weighting sensor depths in your irrigation scheduling decision, an 

important factor throughout the growing season. Most sensors come with two or three depths that measure available 

moisture. Early in the season, we generally have cool nights and afternoon temps are “normally” around the low to 

mid 80s. The evaporation rate is low in comparison to the dry hot summer days and nights. The root profile for the first 

month develops fairly shallow in the soil. These combinations of events reflect the plant water needs, as shown in our 

UGA Checkbook method.   

Moisture sensors generally default to an average of using sensors available on the probe for a trigger decision. This can 

provide false water needs for young peanut plants. For example, if a 16” depth is showing a dry reading and the 8” 

sensor is reading adequate moisture, the average will possibly trigger an irrigation event. If.04 T
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Soil moisture sensors provide the most accurate means of monitoring available soil moisture. Monitoring the root zone 

https://site.extension.uga.edu/precisionag/2022/03/12-point-checklist-to-ensure-your-planter-is-ready-for-the-field/
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metrics. Planting issues are usually not consistent across the whole planter but more specific to individual 

row units so they are easy to identify and fix when viewing by-row feedback.  

2023 Peanut Pointers May  

 •  Bob Kemerait  

Seed rot and seedling diseases are a threat to peanut plants in every field.    

Peanut seed must be protected from a number of fungal pathogens to reduce the threat of seed rot.  One of the most 

common seed-rot fungal pathogens is Rhizopus, though there are others as well.  If not effectively managed, the rotted 

seed in a now soft and putrid form will fail to germinate.   

Poor quality seed is at increased risk to both rot and seedling disease.  Damaged or poor-quality seed is more likely 

infected with fungal pathogens than would be “healthy seed”; low vigor from poor quality seed will also put the 

compromised seedlings at further risk to stand loss.  Young plants need to be protected from fungal pathogens, 

primarily Aspergillus niger and Rhizoctonia solani.    

Environment has a HUGE impact on risk to seed rots and seedling diseases.  Planting into cool and wet soils increases 

risk to rots in general and to seedling disease caused by 



 

Use of Proline in-furrow is our best option for management of Cylindrocladium black rot (CBR) and  

Proline applied in-furrow may have some benefit for management of early season white mold as well.   

An in-furrow application of Proline is not as effective as a banded application of Proline 3 to 5 weeks after planting; but 

it should have some efficacy.  

Propulse: this product is a pre-mix of fluopyram (Velum) and prothioconazole (Proline) and is used at a rate of 13.6 fl 

oz/A (single rows) and 6.8 fl oz/A (twin rows).  Propulse would be used for reasons similar to Velum or Proline.  Note:  

it is necessary to spike Propulse, 13.6 fl oz/A with 1 fl oz/A of Velum to have equivalent rates in an application.  Again, 

growers should consider carefully what they are trying to manage with use of Propulse in-furrow at planting time on 

peanuts.  

Nematicides are an important consideration for growers who have a problem with the peanut rootknot nematode 

by who do not plant TifNV-HiOL or Georgia-14N.  Fumigation with Telone II (4.5-6 gal/A) 10-14 days prior to planting is 

our most effective nematode management option.  However, growers can also successfully manage nematodes with 

AgLogic 15G (7 lb/A) and with Velum. (6.5-6.84 fl oz/A).  Vydate CLV (34 fl oz/A) has also proven to be effective in the 

management of root-knot nematodes on peanut.  But these critical management options must be deployed before the 

furrow is closed.  

Final note:  Use of AgLogic and Vydate at labeled rates provide effective control of thrips but to not aide in 

management of Tomato spotted wilt disease.  

Use of azoxystrobin, Velum, Proline, or Propulse requires additional management of thrips, likely with Thimet or 

imidacloprid.  



 

 



 

Adam Tabb  Miller County  

Judson Hornsby  Seminole County  

John Gaines, Jr.  Baker County  

4 Miller Farms  Seminole County  

  

District 3   

Larry Ray Walker  Ben Hill County  

Kerry/Lisa Hodges  Screven County  

Charles Smith, Jr.  Jefferson County  

Buckhead creek Farms  Jenkins County  

David Selph  Wilcox County  

  

District 4   

J. Brandon Dewitt  Brooks County  

Hulen Reeves, Jr.  Irwin County  

    



 

  


