“The Great Southern Brood” is Emerging in Georgia this Spring
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Everybody knows that this summer we will have dog-day cicadas (annual cicadas)
singing every evening. But this year, millions of periodical cicadas will be emerging in
Georgia during the spring before Memorial Day. Brood XIX (“Brood 19”) is Georgia’s
only 13-year cicada and this is the largest periodical cicada brood in North America,
“The Great Southern Brood,” covering at least a dozen states in the Southeast.

Periodical cicadas are found only in the eastern U.S., nowhere else in the world. The rest
of the world has annual cicadas just as we do (the ones that emerge after June every
year). Periodical cicadas have black bodies, red eyes, and clear orange






Periodical cicadas are not pests and there is no need to attempt to control them. Again,
most of them will be dead in a couple of weeks. Use this opportunity to teach your Kids
and grandkids about how cicadas aerate the soil, recycle nutrients, and foster
environmental health.

Download the iNaturalist app and report cicada sightings. Be the first to report Brood
XIX in your county!

Periodical cicadas are not locusts (locusts are grasshoppers); cicadas are more closely
related to aphids (though they are very different).

Periodical cicadas come out in the spring; annual cicadas come out in the summer and
fall. Any cicada you see before June is a periodical cicada; any cicada you see after June
is an annual cicada. Periodical cicadas have black bodies and red eyes; their clear wings
are tinted orange. Annual cicadas are larger than periodical cicadas and typically have
green bodies with black eyes. Annual cicadas (“dog day cicadas”) emerge every year.

Only male cicadas sing and they sing only during the day; anything you hear at night is
probably crickets, katydids, or frogs.

Brood XIX cicadas have been verified in 75 Georgia counties (during their last
emergence in 2011). No Brood XIX have ever been reported from the Atlanta metro area
(habitat has been destroyed, so all populations died out when trees were cut down, the
ground was bulldozed, and the area was paved). Report any periodical cicada sightings
at iNaturalist.



