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Bream Relative Weight

Bass Relative Weight

High Low
High | = pond is well = bass-crowded
managed = competing predators
(large catfish, striper
hybrids, etc.)
= hybrid bream present
Low | e bream-crowded | < poor fertility

= competing forage
(shad, shiners,
bullheads)

= inconsistent management

= competing species
(crappie, catfish,
common carp)

* excess weeds

in these bass-crowded ponds will usually be in excellent
shape with high relative weight. Since few bluegill sur-
vive the intense predation by bass to become large
adults, there is little competition for food among
bluegills. In ponds with too many bluegills (bluegill-
crowded), the bass will usually have high relative weight

Largemouth Bass Bluegill
Length Standard Length
(inches) Weight (Ibs) (inches)

10 0.5 6
10.5 0.6 6.5
11 0.7 7
115 0.8 7.5
12 0.9 8
125 1.0 8.5
13 1.1 9
135 1.3 9.5
14 1.5 10
145 1.6 10.5
15 1.8 11
155 2.0 11.5
16 2.2 12
16.5 25 125
17 2.7 13
175 3.0 135
18 3.2 14
18.5 35 145
19 3.9 15
19.5 4.2

20 4.5

20.5 4.9

21 5.3

215 5.7

22 6.2

22,5 6.6

23 7.1

235 7.6

24 8.1

245 8.7

25 9.3

25.5 9.9

with bluegill in poor condition. Ponds with competing
species, poor fertility, or overabundant weeds will gen-
erally produce bass and bream with low relative weight.
Hybrid bluegill (bluegill X green sunfish) create a special
problem. Because they are not completely sterile, these
hybrids can mate with bluegill. The resulting fish typical-
ly produces so few young that there simply is not
enough food produced to support the bass population.

Standard
Weight (Ibs)

0.2



