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Soil Test Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
Q: How do I know how much fertilizer to use when looking at the bar graph? 
A: Read the information below the bar graph under the heading “Recommendations”.  Fertilizer and 
lime recommendations are customized for 

http://aesl.ces.uga.edu/soil/fertcalc/
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/C%20853_5.PDF
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
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Q: What nutrients do plants need? 
A: Out of the 18 nutrients known to be essential for plant growth, there are only three that are most 
often lacking in soils.  These three nutrients are nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, and every 
fertilizer product sold is required to have a guaranteed analysis of these nutrients in that order.  The 
three numbers on the bag represent what percent of the total bag weight contains these nutrients.  For 
example, a 10-10-10 fertilizer contains 10% of each nutrient by bag weight.  So what’s in the rest of 
the bag?  The remaining percentage is “filler” which enables you to apply the fertilizer evenly over a 
large area.  Each of these nutrients may be needed in different amounts depending on the types of 
plants you are growing and how your soil has been treated previously.  Of all the nutrients, nitrogen is 
the most limited and mobile in soils and must be reapplied annually.    
 
Q: Why do plants need these nutrients? 
A: The “up, down, all-around” catch phrase is a simple way to remember why plants need nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and potassium.  Very simply, the nitrogen in fertilizers makes plants grow “up” with new 
leaves, shoot growth, and turning their leaves green.  Phosphorus makes plant roots grow “down” and 
is important in establishing new plants or seeds.  Phosphorus also improves the quality of flowers, 
fruits and vegetables.  Potassium is an “all-around” important nutrient for plant growth, fruit 
development, and resistance to diseases and other plant stresses. 
 
Q: Which fertilizer should I use? 
A: 

http://www.soiltest123.com/
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