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A Note from Athens-Clarke County
Agriculture & Natural Resources

Hello readers!

Thank you for tuning in to our October 2024 edition of Shades of
Green! This month, we have a special feature on bats in preparation
for two Extension Programs taking place in October. Also stay tuned
to learn how to use fall cover crops as a strategy to improve soil

characteristics in the home garden.
We hope you enjoy this month’s issue of “Shades of Green”.
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Celebrating Bats Year-Round
Heather Kolich
ANR Agent UGA Extension Forsyth County

Bats that feed on fruit and fowers play a vital
role in spreading seeds to grow new trees and
plants that produce foods, such as Fgs, cash-
ews, and mangoes. These seed dispersals are
also critical in reestablishing cleared rain-
forests. Bats that visit Fowers provide polli-
nation services for favorite foods such as co-

conuts, dates, bananas, and avocados.

By eating mosquitoes, moths, and beetles,
insectivorous bats remove thousands of in-
sects that are pests of humans and agricul-
ture. Collectively, insect-eating bats provide
over $53 billion of organic, non-toxic pest
control to farmers around the world, protect-
ing crops such as corn, chocolate, pecans,
strawberries, coFee, and cotton from damage

caused by plant-eating insects.

All 16 species of bats that live in Georgia are
insectivores, feeding largely on insects that
Ty at night. Bats use echolocation to fnd fy-
ing insects in the dark. While hunting, bats
emit chirps that are pitched too high for

human hearing to detect. The sound waves
from these chirps bounce oF near-by ob-

jects. The returning sound helps bats avoid
fyingintowalls and trees, and it also helps

them locate their Fying food.

Brazilian Free-tailed bats are among
the 16 species of bats that live in Geor-
gia. All Georgia bats feed on fying in-
sects. Photo by Ann Froschauer, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.



of South America.

Unfortunately, bat populations are declin-

ing worldwide. A disease called White Nose


https://georgiawildlife.com/GeorgiaBats
https://georgiawildlife.com/GeorgiaBats
https://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm%3Fid%3DD94DF11C-1DD8-B71B-0B6D7DA329EB250D
https://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm%3Fid%3DD94DF11C-1DD8-B71B-0B6D7DA329EB250D
https://www.nps.gov/media/video/view.htm%3Fid%3DD94DF11C-1DD8-B71B-0B6D7DA329EB250D
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Using Cover Crops In the Home Garden

Bob Westerfield, Extension

over crops can be an important

component to any home garden.

They are used for various reasons,

including building the soil, control-
ling soil erosion, and limiting the initiation
and spread of certain diseases and insects in
the soil. Cover crops are primarily used to
“'rest’ or leave a garden area open during
non-production times. Therefore, they are
most often planted in the fall. However,
summer cover crops can be equally efective
and can provide the same benefts as a fall
cover crop.

Benefts of Cover Crops

Itisimportant to mention the benefts of
cover crops and why you should consider us-
ing them in your garden. Leaving an un-
planted area of your garden as bare soil can
easily lead to the germination of unwanted
weeds and to damaging soil erosion. Cover
crops are intended to cover this bare soil and
provide a cheap source of nutrition for your
garden plants, when cover crops are turned
under and decomposed into the soil. They
also increase the organic matter of the soil,
as they break down into humus.

Cover crops look more attractive than bare
soil and, depending on the type of cover
crops you plant, can attract benefcial and
pollinating insects. They can also be used
between rows in your garden to help hold
the soil and block weeds from germinating.
Rotating between diferent vegetable fami-
lies, as well as planting cover crops, can as-
sistin starving out damaging soil pathogens
by providing a non-host plant. Overall, the
planting of cover crops is an essential organ-
ic method of protecting your garden,

Horticulture Specialist

building better soil and increasing produc-
tion.

Selection of Seed

The time of year will determine whether you
plant a cool- or warm-season cover crop.
Cool-season cover crops should be estab-
lished after the summer garden fades, usually
from early September into the Frst part of
October. If you are not planning on planting a
winter vegetable garden, you should consider
seeding your entire garden in a cover crop.

Try using acombination of a cereal grain with
some type of legume. Typically, wheat, oat or
rye is planted with alegume, such as clover or
winter peas. The grass-type cereal grainis
quick to establish and helps hold and protect
the soil while the slower germinating legume
crop takes hold. Legume crops have the add-
ed bonus of Fxing atmospheric nitrogen,
which can be used by the crops that follow
when the legumes are tilled into the soil. This
can help reduce your fertilizer expenses.

A typical mix might be 3 to 4 pounds of ace-
real grain with 0.25 pounds of a legume per
1,000 square feet. Foragarden as large as an
acre, you can go with 50 pounds of cereal
grain and 5 pounds of clover per acre.

s - -
> FRET . W AT L, S
' N3 - % 30

.
- N
.

5



Planting and Establishment

Cover crops establish quickly when planted
on awell-prepared seedbed. Prepare the bed
by removing old vegetable plants and tilling
theareatoadepthof4or5i 11l






Local October Events '

The Bostwick Cotton Gin Festival

Saturday October 26th, 2024
9:00—3:00 p.m.

The City of Bostwick will host the Coton Gin Festval
on Saturday, October 26, 2024, from 9:00am untl
3:00pm with the tractor parade at 11:00am.
Bostwick’s Coton Gin is one of the few operatonal
gins in Georgia and Saturday, during the Festval, is
the ONLY tme of year it’s open for public tours. The
day is flled with coton-ginning, a parade of 100 or

more tractors and antque cars, arts and craf ven-



/calendar.html
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The Athens Farmeg
round on Saturdays
Park, and Wednesc
ture Comforts. Make
updates and details.

Find them on Facebca

2 AthensFarmersM

West Broad Farme

_ Will hold markets be

|
Local Farmers Markets

y



http://athensfarmersmarket.net/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensFarmersMarket/
https://athenslandtrust.org/our-work/comag/wbfm/
https://www.facebook.com/WestBroadMarketGarden/
https://marigoldmarket.square.site/
https://www.facebook.com/marigoldmarketwinterville/
https://www.instagram.com/marigoldmarketwinterville/?hl=en

Concerned about the
state of your garden?

‘\/ N~

Are weeds taking over
your landscape?

.

No need to fear,
Clarke is here!

it

Follow @gardenwithclarke on Instagram r@ and learn how
to battle pests, identify weeds, build your soil and so much
more as you garden alongside Clarke,
Athens-Clarke County’s super gardener!

b gardenwithclarke
Qi UGA Extensier 17 .(hens-Clarke County
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Helpful resources online:

Find My Local Georgia Turf Free Online Webinars
Extension Office

Pesticide Applicator Georqgia Certified Plant
Pest Management Info Professional
Handbook

UGA Center for Urban Extension Publications
Bugwood— Pest Images Adriculture

OnlineLandscape Alerts

Athens-Clarke County Extension
Agriculture and Natural Resources

Mission Statement

The UGA Athens-Clarke County Extension’s mission is to respond
to the people’s needs and interest in Agriculture, the Environment,
Families, and 4-H/youth in Athens-Clarke County with unbiased,
research-based education and information.

Visit us online: Contact us: Like us on Facebook:
- 275 Cleveland Road
l' Bogart, GA 30622

UNIVERZITY OF Phone: (706) 613-3640

CENDGE ]/ Email: Iney@uga.edu
vic74120@uga.edu
- EXTENSIO]
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http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
https://www.bugwood.org/
https://turf.caes.uga.edu/
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/landscape/
https://ugaurbanag.com/webinars/
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
http://extension.uga.edu/publications.html
https://www.facebook.com/AthensClarkeCountyExtension/
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/clarke.html

