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A note from Athens-Clarke County Agriculture & Natural Resources 
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Hello readers!  Fall is here at the Athens-Clarke County Extension Office. We 

are excited to share some fun events happening at the office and around Ath-

ens this month!  Be sure to check out local Farmers Markets and other events 

happening throughout the month hosted by UGA Extension, State Botanical 

Garden of Georgia, Georgia Museum of Natural History, and Sandy Creek 

Nature Center, among many others.   

 

We hope you enjoy this month’s issue of “Shades of Green”. 

Take care,                                                                                                        

Athens-Clarke County Agriculture and Natural Resources 



 3 

 

Bats occupy an important niche in ecosys-

tems around the world, providing mosquito 

control, eating crop-damaging moths and 

beetles, pollinating important agricultural 

crops, and dispersing seeds to aid in refor-

estation. Unfortunately, this unique flying 

mammal faces survival challenges from 

habitat loss, disease, and negative percep-

tions. Three of the four mammals identified 

as threatened or endangered in Georgia are 

bats. 

Georgia is home to 16 species of bats. At 

least nine of these species have an expected 
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 Bats Are Beneficial 
Forsyth County Extension, University of Georgia 

In desert and tropical environments, bats 

feed on pollen, nectar, and fruits. They polli-

nate some of our favorite foods, including 

bananas, cloves, and agave, as well as other 

socially and economically important plants. 

By distributing the seeds they ingest, fruit-

eating bats “can account for as much as 95 

percent of the seed dispersal responsible for 

early growth in recently cleared rainforests,” 

according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice. 

After all of their insect, pollen, and fruit con-

sumption, bats produce a valuable product: 

guano. The agricultural use of droppings 

from birds and bats as fertilizer dates back at 

least to the 13th century, and guano became 

the first commercial fertilizer in the 1840s, 

when it was mined from Peruvian islands 

and shipped to Europe and the U.S. 

The fungal disease Pseudogymnoascus de-

structans, abbreviated as Pd, that causes 

White Nose Syndrome has reduced bat popu-

lations in some Georgia caves by over 90 

percent since it was first detected in Georgia 

in 2013. Habitat loss is another major threat 

to bats. Some bats now roost in structures, 

including homes, bridges, and culverts. 

Although no one wants bats roosting in 

their home, they are beneficial to have 

around the yard for reducing numbers of 

mosquitoes and other flying pest insects. 

To encourage bats to move out of your 

house, install a bat house in a desirable 

location nearby. Then determine where 

bats enter the home. Sometime between 

August and March, when all the bats 

have left the roost to hunt, seal up the 

entry point so that the bats cannot get 

back inside. Avoid excluding bats be-

tween April and the end of July because 

the pups can’t yet fly, and they will be 

sealed inside the home.. 

Photo credit: J Scott Altenbach  

Photo credit: Ann Froshauer /USFWS  
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Cover crops can be an important component 
to any home garden. They are used for vari-
ous reasons, including building the soil, con-
trolling soil erosion, and limiting the initia-
tion and spread of certain diseases and in-
sects in the soil. Cover crops are primarily 
used to “rest
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Using Cover Crops in the Home Garden 
Robert Westerfield, University of Georgia Department of Horticulture, Extension horticulturist 

Carmen Westerfield, U.S. Department of Agriculture, District Conservationist 

These bacteria are specific for different leg-
umes and can be purchased to inoculate leg-
ume seed prior to planting. Inoculant comes in 
the form of a powder and is actually live bacte-
rial. There are specific inoculants for various 
types of clovers and other legumes, so be sure 
to purchase the correct one.  

 

Nitrogen fertilizer should not be applied to leg-
ume cover crops as this interferes with nitrogen 
fixation; however, applications of phosphorus 
and potassium according to soil test recom-
mendations can enhance nitrogen fixation. Be 
sure you do not use ryegrass for a winter cover 
crop. Ryegrass is different than the cereal grain 
rye, and it is much too competitive and difficult 
to eradicate. 

Planting and Establishment 
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Landscapers usually purchase flowers 

grown in 4-in. containers. These plants 

cost more than those grown in smaller 

six-packs. But because they have larger 

root systems, they will establish more 

quickly, produce more flowers earlier 

and be ready to weather the winter. 

Lots of Color, Variety of Faces 

Pansies come in a wide variety of col-

ors. Wade suggests planting white, gold 

and yellow pansies with purple. Bright 

yellow and orange blooms go well with 

darker maroon and blue. The combina-

tions are almost limitless. “There are 

some plants out now that are pretty 

much UGA red,” Wade said. Pansy 

blooms can be solid colors, or they can 
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Planting Perfection 

After choosing the perfect colors in larger 

pots and buying at the right time of year, 

planting is the next step toward pansy perfec-

tion, Wade said. 

1. Choose a spot that gets full sun and drains 
well to prevent disease problems. 

2. Prepare the bed. Commercial landscapers 
plant pansies on beds raised 6 to 12 in. above 
the surrounding soil. This assures good drain-
age and improves visibility. When re-planting 
old beds, remove old mulch to avoid plant 
diseases. Top new beds with 4 in. of organic 
matter (such as compost), and work it into the 
bed about a foot deep. 

3. Broadcast fertilizer, such as 10-10-10, at a 
rate of 2 cups per 100 square feet over the 
bed. Rake it into the top 4 in.of soil. 

4. Plan your bed. Lay out the plants in their 
pots on the bed, spacing them 8 to 10 in. 
apart. Rearrange the pots until you get the bed 
looking just right. 

5. Plant the pansy bed from the inside out so 
you won’t crush any plants. Carefully remove 
each plant from itscontainer, dig a hole and 
plant it. 

6. Mulch plants with 2 to 3 in. of pine straw, 
pine bark min-nuggets or shredded hardwood 
mulch. Carefully place themulch around the 
plants, and brush excess mulch off the leaves, 
Wade said. 

 

and brush excess mulch off the leaves, 
Wade said. 

7. Water the plants with a hand-held 
hose or watering can. Once the bed is 

http://pubs.caes.uga.edu/caespubs/pubcd/B1359/B1359.html
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Local Farmers Markets 

The Athens Farmers Market takes place on    

Saturdays from 8am-12pm at Bishop Park and 

Wednesdays from 5pm- 8pm at Creature Com-

forts Brewery. Be sure to visit their website for 

updates and details.                                                                  

Saturday Market: Year-Round  

Wednesday Market: March—November  

Find them on Facebook: @AthensFarmers-

Market 

Follow them on Instagram: 

@athensfarmersmarket 

The West Broad Farmers Market takes place 

on Saturdays from 11am– 2 pm at 300 S. Rock-

springs Street and on Tuesdays from 5pm– 8pm 

at Athentic Brewing Company.  

Both markets run from April 1—December 16 

Visit their website 

http://athensfarmersmarket.net/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensFarmersMarket/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensFarmersMarket/
https://athenslandtrust.org/our-work/comag/wbfm/
https://marigoldmarket.square.site/
https://www.facebook.com/marigoldmarketwinterville/
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Concerned about the 

state of your garden? 



http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
https://site.caes.uga.edu/sehp/
https://site.caes.uga.edu/sehp/
https://site.caes.uga.edu/sehp/
https://www.bugwood.org/
http://caes2.caes.uga.edu/commodities/turfgrass/georgiaturf/index/index.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/landscape/
https://ugaurbanag.com/landscape/
https://ugaurbanag.com/webinars/
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
http://extension.uga.edu/publications.html
https://www.facebook.com/AthensClarkeCountyExtension/
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/clarke.html

