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Hello readers!  

Thank you for staying tuned for another edition of Shades of Green! April showers 
have brought beautiful May flowers to our demonstration garden, and our Master 

Gardeners are hard at work tending to all our wonderful plants!  

On our calendar page we have events from the Marigold Market,  State Botanical 
Garden of Georgia, Classic City Flowers & Nursery, and others. Also, we are kicking 
off our first ever annual Honey Bee Festival on May 25th! We hope to see you there 

with your family.  

We hope you enjoy this monthƊs issue of ƌShades of Greenƍ� 

Take care,                                                                                          

       Athens-Clarke County Agriculture and Natural Resources 
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https://botgarden.uga.edu/conservation-science/pollinator-plant-program/
https://botgarden.uga.edu/conservation-science/pollinator-plant-program/


Summer Bloomer – Spotted 

Horsemint 

 

Monarda punctata 

About: Spotted Horsemint is a biennial, 
up to 3 feet tall, in the mint family that 
blooms into beautifully complex, yellow-
spotted flowers with pink bracts during 
the summer months. 

Conservation value: Supports many na-
tive pollinators such as bees, butterflies, 
moths and hummingbirds. 

Fall Bloomer – White Wood  

Aster 

Eurybia divaricata 

About: White Wood Aster is a perenni-
al in the aster family that typically 
grows up to 3 feet tall. It has attractive 
heart-shaped leaves and showy white 
flowers in late summer through fall. 
The center of the flowers turns from 
yellow to red after being pollinated, 
providing more color and intrigue in 
the garden. 

Conservation value: Supports many 
native pollinators such as bees and 
butterflies. 

State Botanical Garden at UGA debuts  

2024 Pollinator Plants of the Year  
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https://t.uga.edu/8sn
https://botgarden.uga.edu/
mailto:laurel.clark@uga.edu
mailto:alley@uga.edu


Not everyone likes the look of, or has the 
space for, a traditional food production 
garden. Or perhaps you have a vegetable 
garden but would like a way to incorpo-
rate more edible plants into the space 
you have. Edible landscaping can be a 
great tactic for any of these situations. 
There are many types or categories of 
edible landscaping including foodscap-
ing, permaculture, food forests and 
square-foot gardening. Regardless of 
these descriptors, edible landscaping is 
generally the practice of incorporating 
edible plants into the ornamental land-
scape following basic design principles. 
Edible landscaping often has a strong fo-
cus on perennials which are lower 
maintenance and provide a longer yield. 
Growing more food plants at home 
offers improved taste and nutrition, in-
creased food security, convenience, sus-
tainability, and exercise.  

When creating an edible landscape, 



according to their mature size, not the 
size they are when you purchase them. 
Group plants with similar moisture needs 
together, and site plants with the highest 
moisture requirements close to a water 
source. It is never a good idea to water 
the whole landscape with an equal 
amount of water and/or on a set sched-
ule. Water should only be applied when 
needed to supplement inadequate rain-
fall, and only to the plants that actually 
need it. 

There are several ideas and suggestions 
that may be useful to you when creating 
an edible landscape. You can maintain a 
healthy and full looking landscape by in-
terspersing annuals with perennials and 
evergreens.  

Utilizing as many native plants as possi-
ble will reduce your labor and expense, 
while providing better resources to birds 
and pollinators. Use a variety of tex-
tures, heights, and sizes for interest, and 
repeat plants to create unity. Start plan-
ning utilizing a design theme or style to 
guide the layout of your edible land-
scape. Combine low-maintenance, relia-
ble ornamentals with edible plants. Use 
evergreen ornamentals or edibles to 
maintain green structure throughout the 
seasons. Our native yaupon holly would 
be great for evergreen structure, berries 
for birds, and leaves for caffeinated tea.  

Use structures (arbors, trellises, tepees, 
tomato cages, etc.) for aesthetic appeal, 
proper growing practices, and to provide 
organization. They can create architec-
tural interest as well as outdoor rooms 
or comfort zones in the landscape. Plant-
ers can be used to provide interest and 
organization. They are especially helpful 
in reigning in aggressive plants such as 
mint and lemon balm. Hard edges such 
as garden walls, wattle, borders, edging, 
and raised planters can create a clean 
appearance and organize your space. 
Pathways can provide access to plants 
while creating order and organization. 
Start small and grow over time so that 
you donƊt become overwhelmed or 
rushed. Select plants that are visually  
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Creating an Edible Landscape 

Jessica Warren, ANR Agent, Camden County  



appealing, easy to grow, and that you 
want to eat. Choose plants that offer 
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Local Farmers Markets 

The Athens Farmers Market is running year-

round on Saturdays from 8am-12pm at Bishop 

Park, and Wednesdays from 5pm-8 pm at Crea-

ture Comforts. Make sure to visit their website for 

http://athensfarmersmarket.net/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensFarmersMarket/
https://athenslandtrust.org/our-work/comag/wbfm/
https://www.facebook.com/WestBroadMarketGarden/
https://marigoldmarket.square.site/
https://www.facebook.com/marigoldmarketwinterville/
https://www.instagram.com/marigoldmarketwinterville/?hl=en


Concerned about the 

state of your garden? 

Are weeds taking over 

your landscape? 

No need to fear,                

Clarke is here! 

Follow @gardenwithclarke on Instagram and learn how 

to battle pests, identify weeds, build your soil and so much 

more as you garden alongside Clarke,                             

Athens-Clarke County’s super gardener! 

Return to table of contents 14 



Helpful resources online: 

Find My Local            

Extension Office 
 

Pest Management 

Handbook 
 

Bugwood— Pest Images 
 

                              

Georgia Turf 
 

Pesticide Applicator  

Info 
 

UGA Center for Urban       

Agriculture 

OnlineLandscape Alerts  
 

Free Online Webinars 
 

Georgia Certified Plant     

Professional 
 

Extension Publications 

Mission Statement 

The UGA Athens-Clarke County Extension’s mission is to respond 
to the people’s needs and interest in Agriculture, the Environment, 
Families, and 4-H/youth in Athens-Clarke County with unbiased, 

http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
https://www.bugwood.org/
https://turf.caes.uga.edu/
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/landscape/
https://ugaurbanag.com/webinars/
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
http://extension.uga.edu/publications.html
https://www.facebook.com/AthensClarkeCountyExtension/
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/clarke.html

