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A note from Athens-Clarke County Agriculture & Natural Resources

Hello readers! August flowers are brightly blooming at the Athens-Clarke
County Extension Office. We are excited to share some fun events happening
at the office and around Athens this month! Be sure to check out local Farm-

ers Markets and other events happening throughout the month hosted by
UGA Extension, State Botanical Garden of Georgia, Georgia Museum of Nat-

ural History, and Sandy Creek Nature Center, among many others.

We hope you enjoy this month’s issue of “Shades of Green”.

Take care,
Athens-Clarke County Agriculture and Natural Resources
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&$53(17(5 $176 are so-called be-
cause of their habit of chewing wood to
create nest sites. They do not eat wood,
like termites, but excavate it with their
strong, saw-like jaws to create random
galleries where they nest (Figure 1). Car-
penter ants are also a nuisance because of
their abundance and large size.
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Carpenter ants are the largest of the pest
ants found in Georgia. In Georgia, there
are two pest species of primary im-







Carpenter ants feed mainly in the tops of
trees where they consume the sweet, sugar-
rich honeydew directly from aphids and
scale insects that are found feeding on the
tree’s sap. Honeydew is nearly pure sugar,
and is excreted by aphids and scale insects
in large quantities during the spring and
summer months. Many ant species depend
on honeydew as a stable, predictable source
of food throughout the warm season.

1 (67 +$%,76 Carpenter ants may estab-
lish nest sites inside and/or outside the
home. Some examples of where carpenter
ants have been found nesting inside
are in moisture-damaged wood around
chimneys and skylights, under bathtubs, in-
side dishwashers, in wall voids beneath win-
dow sills, inside hollow doors and
door frames, under fiberglass insulation in
crawlspaces and in wall voids, in wood
porch supports and columns, under siding
and wood shingles, and in moisture-dam-
aged eaves. In general, wood suffering from
. Moisture dam-
e age will attract

il carpenter ants
S oS nest sites be-
M cause damp

Figure 8. Carpenter ants, like many other ant spe-
cies, will use existing guidelines such as the edge
of this concrete wall (blue line) to forage from
nest sites (the tree in this figure) to foraging sites
(a garbage can at the end of the blue line)

wood is easier
for the ants to chew than sound, dry wood.
Damp wood, combined with warm tempera-
tures, also promotes the survival, growth,
and reproduction of carpenter ant colonies.
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Outdoors, nests are most commonly found in
hardwood trees containing tree holes (Figure
9). Most large hard-wood trees contain a tree-
hole or other imperfection where ants might
nest. In tree holes, ants find an environment
that is ecologically stable (consistent humidity
and temperature) and protected from adverse
environmental conditions and natural enemies.
There they chew dead wood to create galleries
for nest sites. Colonies are less commonly
found in stumps, logs, railroad ties, or similar
large pieces of wood.

Figure 9. Outdoors, the most common nest site of black car-
penter ants is in hardwood trees containing one or more
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The key to eliminating carpenter ant infesta-
tions is to find the nest and remove it, either
physically (e.g., by vacuum) or by treating it
with an insecticide. Inspect all locations listed
as indoor and outdoor nest sites in the previous
section. To find nest

sites indoors, follow a few foraging ants to
learn where they might be nesting. Tap the
void suspected of harboring the nest. This ex-
cites the ants, allowing the inspector to detect
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Either physically remove indoor nests or
treat them with an insecticide labeled for
ant control indoors. Use insecticidal
dusts and/or aerosols to eliminate car-
penter ant infestations indoors. Apply
small amounts of dust into voids where
the ants are known to be nesting, are sus-
pected of nesting and/or in voids that
they use when foraging. Dusts must be
placed into voids so that they will not be
contacted. Since dusts become airborne
very easily, it is advisable to wear a pro-
tective mask when applying dusts.

Apply dusts so that a very thin film set-
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CURRATED BY KRISTI SEGO, JOHN AITKENS, AND THE UGA MASTER GARDENERS

The ACC Extension Garden, located
at the Athens Clarke County Exten-
sion ofce, is open for the commu-
nity to enjoy. Come spend some
tme outside and relax at the
“pollinator palace”, where buter-
fies can ofen be spoted. These
beautful ornamentals are curated
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CURRATED BY KRISTI SEGO, JOHN AITKENS, AND THE UGA MASTER GARDENERS

The ACC Extension Garden
. has a wide variety of vegeta-
bles thoughtully curated by
John Aitkens and the Master
Gardeners. This garden is a
demonstraton garden in-
tended for educatonal en-
joyment, so come see how
your favorite vegetables are
_ grown. In the garden there
are multple varietes of to-
matoes, tall growing aspara-
o —" : = gusand corn, berries, and
artchoke!

The only thing asked of visi-

tors is to close the gate as

) they leave (to protect our

< T plants from deer!) and to re-
spect the garden that our
community has grown with

> love.
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A History of the Census

from Project Coordinator
Becky Griffn

The Great Southeast Pollinator Census was started
in response to my work in community and school
gardens. | was meetng gardeners who knew about
soil health and plant selecton but, were lacking
knowledge about insect ecosystems, especially pol-
linators. At the same tme, | found that teachers
were not usually trained in entomology so they
were unlikely to educate their students about the
insects they were fnding in their school gardens.
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/about/personnel-directory/person.html/14070/becky-griffin.html
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https://gsepc.org/
https://gsepc.org/#newsletter
https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Count-Sheet-2023.docx
https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Counting-Sheet-Spanish-80.pdf
https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/GGaPC-Counting-Guide-2023.docx
https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/GGaPC-Counting-Guide-2023-Spanish-6.pdf
https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/GGaPC-Counting-Guide-2023-Spanish-6.pdf
https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Census-pamphlet-updated41.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/southeastpollinatorcensus
https://www.instagram.com/southeastpollinators/
https://www.instagram.com/gapollinators/?hl=en
https://youtu.be/LNgrSzuGRQc
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Local August Events
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Local Farmers Markets

The $IKHQV )DUPHUV ODUNHIl takes place on
6DIXUGD\V from 8am-12pm at Bishop Park and
= HGQHVGD\V from 5pm- 8pm at Creature Com-

AN nTu r Me forts Brewery. Be sure to visit IKHU ZHEVLIH for
P N updates and details.

Saturday Market: Year-Round

Wednesday Market: March—November

Find them on Facebook: Z3$IKHOV)DUPHUV
ODUNHW

Follow them on Instagram:
@athensfarmersmarket

___ 7KH = HVW %URDG )DUPHUV ODUNHI takes place
== 0n 6DIXUGD\V from 11am- 2 pm at 300 S. Rock-
springs Street and on 7XHVGD\V from 5pm— 8pm
7= at Athentic Brewing Company.

-]

Ml

= Both markets run from April 1—December 16
Visit IKHW ZHEVLIH for more information.

Joh Y ~~ 1
MNaARIGOLD The = LQIHUYLIH )DUPHUV ODUNHI takes place on

6DWXUGD\V from at Pittard Park. Visit
WKHLU ZHEVLIH for more information.

The market runs from

Find out more on Facebook:
P DULIRIGP DUNHWZLOWHUYLOOH

Instagram: #ZPDULJRIG P DUNHWZLOWHUYL00H
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http://athensfarmersmarket.net/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensFarmersMarket/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensFarmersMarket/
https://athenslandtrust.org/our-work/comag/wbfm/
https://marigoldmarket.square.site/
https://www.facebook.com/marigoldmarketwinterville/
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Find My Local
Extension Office

Helpful resources online:
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http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/integrated-pest-management/publications/handbooks.html
https://site.caes.uga.edu/sehp/
https://site.caes.uga.edu/sehp/
https://site.caes.uga.edu/sehp/
https://www.bugwood.org/
http://caes2.caes.uga.edu/commodities/turfgrass/georgiaturf/index/index.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
http://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/pesticide-safety-education.html
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/
https://ugaurbanag.com/landscape/
https://ugaurbanag.com/landscape/
https://ugaurbanag.com/webinars/
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
https://estore.uga.edu/C27063_ustores/web/classic/store_main.jsp?STOREID=59
http://extension.uga.edu/publications.html
https://www.facebook.com/AthensClarkeCountyExtension/
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/clarke.html

