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A note from Athens-Clarke County Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Return to table of contents 

Hello readers! May flowers are quickly arriving at the Athens-Clarke County 

Extension Office. We are excited to share some fun events happening at the 

office and around Athens this month! Most notably, in honor of International 

Compost Awareness Week, we are providing information on composting for 

this month’s Green Thumb Lecture. Be sure to check out local Farmers Mar-

kets and other events happening throughout the month hosted by UGA Ex-

tension, State Botanical Garden of Georgia, Georgia Museum of Natural His-

tory, and Sandy Creek Nature Center, among many others.   

 

We hope you enjoy this month’s issue of “Shades of Green”. 

Take care,                                                                                                        

Athens-Clarke County Agriculture and Natural Resources 
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With so many options available, it can 
be challenging to know what plants to 
add to your home garden that will look 
beautiful and help the environment. 
The State Botanical Garden of Geor-
gia at the University of Georgia is 
helping gardeners by selecting four 
Georgia Pollinator Plants of the Year. 

The program, a collaboration between 
the State Botanical Garden, UGA Ex-
tension and green industry partners, 
began in 2020. The program annually 
promotes four top-performing land-
scape plants that support pollinators. 
Plants are chosen for the following 
categories: spring bloomer, summer 
bloomer, fall bloomer and Georgia na-
tive. 

The pollinator plant of the year program 
was designed to encourage the use of 
high-impact plants that support pollina-
tors in private and commercial gardens. 
It is funded in part by the Vaughn-
Jordan Foundation. 

“Our audience has been very receptive 
to the program,” said Heather Alley, the 
garden’s conservation horticulturist. 
“These plants always sell beautifully at 
our plant sales. One of our partner 
growers has enjoyed highlighting these 
plants, and their customers are excited 
about them.” 

State Botanical Garden of Georgia  

Encourages Planting for Pollinators  

Laurel Clarke, State Botanical Garden 

https://botgarden.uga.edu/
https://botgarden.uga.edu/
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Although new plants are selected each 
year, Alley said the goal is to continue 
promoting all the pollinator plants of the 
year selections over time. All the plants 
can work together for a beautiful collec-
tion of pollinator favorites that can be 
added to yearly. 

The State Botanical Garden, a unit 
of UGA Public Service and Outreach, 
sells the pollinator plants of the year at 
its spring and fall plant sales and in the 
garden’s gift shop, and works with grow-
ers and retailers in Georgia to produce 
and market the plants. 

For more information about the pollina-
tor plants of the year program and a di-
rectory of native plant nurseries, vis-
it https://t.uga.edu/649. For more infor-
mation about the Great Southeast Polli-
nator Census, visit https://gsepc.org/. 

State Botanical Garden of Georgia  

Encourages Planting for Pollinators cont. 
Alley said all the plants selected this year 
complement each other with cool, blue un-
dertones. They are also easy to maintain. 
The plants are nominated by gardeners, 
horticulturists, entomologists, ecologists 
and green industry professionals through-
out Georgia and selected by a committee. 
The committee announces the plants a 
year in advance to give growers time to 
increase the stock of the plants for the 
public. 
Becky Griffin is the community and school 
garden coordinator for UGA Extension and 
serves on the pollinator plants of the year 
committee. She is also the coordinator of 
the Great Southeast Pollinator Census, a 
citizen science project created by UGA de-
signed for everyone to participate and 
make a difference in pollinator conserva-
tion. 

Griffin said serving on the committee and 
talking about the nominated plants is a 
great way to get pollinator plants to the 
public. She also helps market the pollina-
tor plants to people who want to start polli-
nator gardens and encourages those who 
wish to participate in the pollinator census 
to plant them in their home gardens. 

“Planting plants that attract pollinators is a 
conservation action that we can all do,” 
said Griffin. “Research has shown that if 
you build the habitat, they will come. 
Planting pollinator plants directly impacts 
our pollinators, which are important for our 
food crops in Georgia.” 

Griffin said you can add the pollinator 
plants of the year to your space, whether 
that’s a farm, subdivision or apartment 
complex. 

http://outreach.uga.edu/
https://t.uga.edu/649
https://gsepc.org/
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1000th Certified Master Beekeeper and Counting 
Emily Cabrera , UGA Extension 

“I’ve always been interested in bees, but in 
studying for the certification exam I really 
became fascinated by bee diseases,” said 
Moreen Rebeira, the 1,000th participant to 
enter the Georgia Master Beekeeper Pro-
gram. “I would never expect bees to be so 
vulnerable, but they are so sensitive to 
varroa mites and hive beetles that intro-
duce diseases. After I lost two of my own 
hives, I thought:  I’ll never let that happen 
again. I’ll learn from my mistakes through 
this program to teach others how to main-
tain healthy hives.” 

The certification exam is the first step to 
entering the Georgia Master Beekeeper 
Program. The exam is offered by partici-
pating local bee clubs as well as annually 
at the UGA-Young Harris Beekeeping In-
stitute on the campus of Young Harris Col-
lege. The two-day meeting features a wide 
array of lectures from world-renowned bee 
scientists, honey-judging events and bee-
keeper-training workshops. 

After two decades of participants from 22 
states and two countries, the Georgia 
Master Beekeeper Program has just wel-
comed its 1,000th participant. 

If you’ve ever attempted beekeeping, you 
probably know it’s not simply a matter of 
putting bees into a box. Beekeeping is 

https://bees.caes.uga.edu/georgia-master-beekeeper-program.html
https://bees.caes.uga.edu/georgia-master-beekeeper-program.html
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“Hodges spent 10 years working toward 

https://academic.oup.com/jee/article/112/2/986/5199372
https://academic.oup.com/jee/article/112/2/986/5199372
https://bees.caes.uga.edu/
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https://botgarden.uga.edu/events/
https://botgarden.uga.edu/education/home-education/
/calendar.html
https://www.piedmontgardeners.org/
https://www.piedmontgardeners.org/
https://www.piedmontgardeners.org/
https://accgovga.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=29867#20692_147131
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Local Farmers Markets 

The $WKHQV�)DUPHUV�0DUNHW is taking place on    

Saturdays from 8am-12pm at Bishop Park. Make 

sure to visit WKHLU�ZHEVLWH for updates and details.                                                                  

 

Find them on Facebook: #$WKHQV)DUPHUV�

0DUNHW 

Follow them on Instagram: 

@athensfarmersmarket 

:HVW�%URDG�)DUPHUV�0DUNHW  

Returns to in-

http://athensfarmersmarket.net/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensFarmersMarket/
https://www.facebook.com/AthensFarmersMarket/
https://athenslandtrust.org/our-work/comag/wbfm/
https://www.facebook.com/WestBroadMarketGarden/
https://marigoldmarket.square.site/
https://www.facebook.com/marigoldmarketwinterville/
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http://extension.uga.edu/publications.html
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