
Our pruning class will be offered at three 

locations in February. We have added a class on 

tool care in April. The class on cut flowers has 

been brought back, and classes on using and 

saving herbs round out the summer. Of course 

we will be presenting classes on pollinators 

in August to compliment the multi-state 
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Cold Frames: 
Get a Head Start on Spring and Extend Your Fall Garden
By Mike Lloyd, Cherokee County Master Gardener

If you’re like me, come early March, I’m ready for spring, and that 
includes starting my spring garden. Window sills never work … there’s 
just not enough light. That leaves either using grow lights or a cold 
frame. Although using grow lights is close to ideal, it requires a 
dedicated and warmed space and the purchase and operation of grow 
lights and possibly heaters, shelving, etc. Although it is not a com-
pletely controlled environment, a cold frame is inexpensive and is an 
easy way to grow an early season or late season cool-weather garden, 
get your warm-weather seedlings off to an early start, and even hard-
en off your warm-weather seedlings. It’s a great way to get that jump 
start on spring and to extend your fall garden. 

What’s a “cold frame”? It’s simply an insulated box in or on the ground that has a transparent (or translucent) lid. 
The lid lets sunlight into the box for plant photosynthesis, and incoming sunlight also heats the soil and enclosed 
air space. The stored soil heat is slowly released to the enclosed space when the sun is not shining. So, the cold 
frame “traps heat” during the day and slowly releases it during the night. Think “greenhouse effect.” The plants in
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Get Ready! They’re Coming!
By Mary Tucker, Cherokee County Master Gardener

Soon it will be time for birds to start nesting, so get your yard ready for 
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Cold Frames: continued from page 2

https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=C1027-14&title=extending-the-crop-season-unhe3A 157y/25/w3o2B9ntotk4s4eight 9/K y57y/25/w3o2B9ntotk4s4eight 9/K y57y/25/w3o2B9ntotk4s4eight 9/K y57y/25/w3o2B9/18sn<<//TB9nDecory/25/etailUnink/C/etyprde[0 0 03/H/N/Rec2.78251.433 444.949 352.755 433.562]/StructParent 4/Subtype/Link/Type/Annot>><</Is10.6 1URI2http57.528 1e/S137tension.uga.edu1publications/detail.html?number=C1027-14&title=extendin-thcA 1okeem0 Rer90 0 R/Bs.com4ei
https://newswire.caes.uga.edu/story/25/weekend-project.html
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/yard-and-garden-all-about-cold-frames
https://extension.illinois.edu/blogs/ilriverhort/2017-01-27-cold-frames-extend-garden-season
https://extension.missouri.edu/publications/g6965




	 Peaches grow best when maintained with an open center 
(no central leader). Keep 3 or 4 strong, scaffold branches 
evenly distributed around the trunk.  Limbs that branch 
out at a 60° angle are preferred. Spreaders can be used 
to widen narrow crotch angles. For more information on 
growing peaches, click HERE.

	 Prune fruit trees and grapes in late February or early 
March after the worst of the winter cold is passed but 
before spring growth begins when temps maintain at 45°.                 
For disease and insect control, cut out dead wood and 
dispose of the prunings.  After each cut, disinfect prun-
ers with rubbing alcohol, or nine parts water to one part 
bleach. Take care because both mixtures can cause dam-
age to grass or other plants. For more information on 
pruning fruit trees, click HERE, and pruning grapes, click 
HERE.

	 Remember that vegetable seeds have a short life of only a 
year or two. This includes sweet corn, onion, okra, beans, 
parsnip, and peppers.

FEBRUARY GARDENING TIPS

Late February is the 
time to prune hybrid tea 
and Knock Out Roses©. 
Remove old canes, low-
ering plant to a height 
of 12-15 inches. Prune 
out dead and damaged 
canes leaving the center 
open for air flow.    Ap-
ply a drop of white glue 
to the end of fresh cut 
canes to prevent borers. 

Fertilize using a fertilizer heavy in potassium (K).  Remove 
all debris and apply fresh mulch. For more rose pruning 
info click HERE.

	 Winter is a good time to prune deciduous trees and 
shrubs that don’t bloom in the spring. It allows you to 
view the trunk and branches when making your cuts. For 
guidelines on pruning ornamental plants in the land-
scape, click HERE.

	 Use a new plant light to grow seedlings. Older, partially 
used bulbs may not give off sufficient light. 

	 

https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/B%201432_3.PDF


	 Lettuce is very sensitive 
to low pH. Lime should be 
applied to the soil if the 
pH is below 6.0. For more 
information on growing 
home garden lettuce, 
click HERE.

	 Do not add lime to the 
area for potatoes. The 
lower pH helps control 
scab. For more informa-
tion on growing home 
garden potatoes, click 
HERE.

MARCH GARDENING TIPS
ORNAmENTALS

	 Be aware that a brown plastic material that looks and 
feels like natural burlap, but does not break down in the 
soil, may be used to wrap root balls of B & B plants. Syn-
thetic materials enclosing the roots of trees and shrubs 
must be completely removed to ensure success of the 
transplants. Planting techniques for trees can be found 
HERE.

	 Prune crape myrtles only removing the old flower heads. 
Do not cut back to the same spot each year as it cre-
ates a weak joint and the branches can split and fall in 
the summer with the additional weight of heavy flower 
heads.  Remove sprouts at the base of the tree. For 
information on crape myrtle growing and maintenance, 
click HERE.

	 Cut back butterfly bushes to 1/3 desired height.
	 Divide daylily and hosta clumps when the leaves just 
start to emerge from the ground so you don’t damage 
the new growth. For more hosta info, click HERE.

	 If you have left a few inches of plant stems on your pe-
rennials to ID the plant’s location cut them back before 
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Beef Stroganoff
From Maurya Jones

This is a favorite recipe I got from my mother. I’ve 
been making it for 50+ years, and it’s always popular 
with family and friends.

INGREDIENTS:

https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/cherokee.html
https://m.facebook.com/cherokeemastergardeners/
https://cherokeemastergardeners.com
https://www.facebook.com/cherokeemastergardeners

