
 

 

- Monthly meeting 

Feb 23  - GMGA field trip to SE Flower 
            Show, must be GMGA member 
            to attend, $30. 

Feb 27  - Garden Planning & Seed  
            Starting @ R.T. Jones Library 
            11am  - 1pm. 

0ඉකඋඐ 

Mar 1 - Demo Garden Workday 

Mar 6  - Seed Separating party,  10am  
           @ the Bluffs 

Mar 15 - Demo Garden Workday 

Mar 17  - Round Robin lecture series, 
            10am @ Senior Center 

Mar 20 - Monthly Meeeting 

Mar 24  - Pruning @ Hickory Flat 
            Library, 10am 
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By Marcia Winchester,  

Cherokee County Master Gardener 

I love living in a wooded subdivision with lots of wildlife, and I really enjoy 

most of the wildlife. The turkey population has grown to three broods of 

babies all in one group. I love seeing them march through the woods 

scratching in the fallen leaves for food. This summer I watched while they 

rested in tall grass behind my woods. We have lots of birds in the woods 

and at the feeders. The other day as I looked out the window, I spied a 

pileated woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) land on a tree. I don’t think I’ll 

ever get used to their beauty and size. A huge owl likes to sit in a tree by 

my window and call out in the early morning. He’s gotten my pesky rabbit 

population under control. I see different hawks once a week. They are so 

majestic as they glide through the trees and soar in the sky. 

  

Needless to say we have a robust deer population. In the June/July 2011 

issue of this newsletter, I wrote about a very effective spray that deters deer 

from munching on plants. I faithfully use my Deer Stopper spray every 30 

days. This year we had two fawns born in my neighbor’s woods. The 

neighbor put a pile of brush in their woods, which the deer loved as it 

provided protection for them. While it has been fun watching the fawns 

grow, it has been a battle protecting my plants. They munched on plants 

that are not normally on their menu. I thought I’d experienced every 

problem with deer over the years. I was wrong! Two young bucks have 

moved into the area, and this fall they started marking their mating territory 

by rubbing their antlers against several of my favorite smooth-bark trees. 
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By Patricia Bowen, Cherokee County Master Gardener 

 

As a young gardener, my go-to aid for playing in the dirt was a thick foam kneeling pad. It kept my knees clean 

and dry and safe from sharp pebbles and sticks. For years I hung it on the fence, and it weathered well and was 

http://step2.com/p/garden-hopper
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http://gbbc.birdcount.org
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It is not too early to begin preparations for a beautiful healthy lawn. Keep in mind that grasses fall into 

two categories in Cherokee County. Cool-season grasses include tall and fine fescues, Kentucky bluegrass, 

and ryegrasses. Warm-season turfs include bermudagrass, centipedegrass, zoysiagrass, and St. Augustine 

grasses. Also, remember that there are few (if any) absolutes when it comes to gardening and lawn care! 

 

Here are some common lawn questions: 

 

 Removing grass clippings from my lawn will reduce thatch buildup.  

 Grass clippings are not the same as thatch. Thatch is a buildup of roots, stems, and shoots. A 

thatch layer in excess of half an inch may lead to disease or damage caused by insects, water retention, or 

nitrogen buildup. If left on the lawn, minimal grass clippings add nitrogen to the soil and do not 

necessarily contribute to thatch. However, it is important to remove excess clippings, especially if a thatch 

layer has developed. The most effective means of thatch control is proper mowing, irrigation, and 

fertilization. You may consider top-dressing your lawn regularly (every one to two years) to discourage 

thatch accumulation. 

 

Recommended Mowing Heights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I need to water my lawn two to three times per week to keep it green and healthy.  

In your newly installed lawn, lightly water daily for the first two to three weeks. For an established 

lawn, water in a pre-emergent application during February and March. Once the growth season begins, 

look for signs of moisture stress before setting your irrigation schedule. Stress signals include footprint 

indentations that remain for more than a couple of minutes or grayish color grass blades. In general, the 

turf will need about one inch of water per week. However, if your lawn is susceptible to runoff, you may 

want to water in two applications. The most effective time to irrigate is just before dawn. 

 

I can save time and money by applying a pre-emergent and fertilizer at the same time.  

A pre-emergent is more effective when applied once soil temperatures are consistently 50°F, but 

still during turf dormancy. When turf begins to green up, you may fertilize according to instructions from 

your soil report. By May, if you still have hard-to-control weeds, you may consider a post-emergent or a 

weed-and-feed product. You may apply lime at any time. For information specific to your turf, visit 

http://caes2.caes.uga.edu/commodities/turfgrass/georgiaturf/CultPrac/1310_Calendar.htm
http://caes2.caes.uga.edu/commodities/turfgrass/georgiaturf/CultPrac/1310_Calendar.htm
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ment seat, and they kindly sent me a whole new product, no questions asked.  

 

Different stores carry different brands and models and offer different pricing, so it’s easier to first do your 

comparison shopping online. For best guarantees and warranties, shop directly with the dealer; with ei-

ther source, if one is offered, be sure to fill out and return your registration card and keep a record of the 

purchase with your gardening supplies or files. 

 

Garden Kneeler - continued from page 2 

http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/cherokee.html
http://extension.uga.edu/county-offices/cherokee.html
http://www.centredaily.com/living/home-garden/article194468219.html
http://www.centredaily.com/living/home-garden/article194468219.html
file:///C:/Users/maryl/Downloads/www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/trees-shrubs/protecting-from-winter-damage/
http://caes2.caes.uga.edu/commodities/turfgrass/georgiaturf/LandscapeAlert/In%20the%20Shade%20(4-12).html
http://caes2.caes.uga.edu/commodities/turfgrass/georgiaturf/LandscapeAlert/In%20the%20Shade%20(4-12).html


http://extension.uga.edu/content/dam/extension-county-offices/cobb-county/anr/Rose%20Maintenance%20Guide%20rev.pdf
http://extension.uga.edu/content/dam/extension-county-offices/cobb-county/anr/Rose%20Maintenance%20Guide%20rev.pdf
http://extension.uga.edu/content/dam/extension-county-offices/cobb-county/anr/Rose%20Maintenance%20Guide%20rev.pdf
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%20961_4.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%20961_4.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%201359_2.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%201359_2.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%201359_2.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/C%20943_4.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/C%20943_4.PDF
https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/C%201063_2.PDF
https://secure.caes.uga.edu/extension/publications/files/pdf/C%201063_2.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%201432_2.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%201432_2.PDF


 

http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%20932_3.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%20932_3.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%20944_4.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%20944_4.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/C%20883_4.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/C%20883_4.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/C%201011_3.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/C%201011_3.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/C%20872_4.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/C%20872_4.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%201318_4.PDF
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/files/pdf/B%201318_4.PDF


 

http://www.ugaextension.com/cherokee/
https://m.facebook.com/cherokeemastergardeners/

